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Presenter:  
You’re listening to Newsreel. I’m Christine Demsteader. Coming up in 
today’s programme: 
 
• Malala Yousafzai asks world leaders to fund education for refugee children 
•  Bushfires in Australia are under control – now kids can go back to school  
•  And there’s more than the like button – coming soon to Facebook  
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• Schooling for Syria’s child refugees 

Presenter:  
Malala Yousafzai is an 18-year-old girl from Pakistan who won the Nobel 
Peace Prize in 2014. She has asked world leaders to give money to help 
Syrian refugee children get an education.  
 
Listen to Malala, speaking at a press conference.  
 
Malala: 
Today my goal was to ask our world leaders to pledge 1.4 billion dollars to 
the education of Syrian refugee children, because how can we think of a 
brighter and recovered Syria if these 700,000 children right now are out of 
school. 
 
Presenter: 
There are close to five million people that have left Syria because of the 
country’s civil war. Children that have moved to neighbouring countries 
often live in refugee camps and they don’t always have access to schools.  
 
Malala campaigns to ensure all young people get an education. She was 
speaking before a meeting that took place in London.  
 
Representatives from 60 countries were there to discuss the situation in 
Syria. Many countries promised to give more money to help refugees get 
jobs and go back to school.  

• Back to school after bushfires 

Presenter:  
Kids in Australia are going back to school after the bushfires that destroyed 
homes and buildings in their towns.  
It’s summer in Australia at the moment and that’s when bushfires are 
common. It gets so hot in some parts of the country that fires can start on 
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farmlands or forests and spread very quickly.  
 

Zane is a schoolboy whose town was affected by the bushfires. Speaking to 
ABC news in Australia, he explains that kids in his area have been given a 
free back-to-school kit.  In the town where he lives, in southern Australia, 
bushfires burned down 87 homes.  Listen to what he says.  
 
Zane:  
Luckily my school wasn’t badly damaged in the fire so now we can go back 
to school straight away and these packs will really help, especially for those 
kids that lost everything. I’ve got snacks, a pencil case, a lunchbox and a 
watch. Things might not be completely back to normal for me or my friends, 
but we’re staying positive and looking for a better future.  
 

• Toys that reflect real life  
Presenter: 
Now, two iconic toys are getting a makeover to better reflect real people 
today.  
 
The makers of the Barbie doll, which was first launched in 1959, have been 
criticised in the past because the dolls are too thin. A new range of dolls 
with different body shapes will be launched this year.  
 
Meanwhile, Lego recently unveiled a new figure in a wheelchair, following a 
campaign for the company to introduce characters that represent disabled 
children.  

It’s part of a new set, also to be launched this year, which includes Lego 
figures playing in the park.   
 
• Facebooks new buttons – what’s you reaction? 

Presenter:  
And finally, you’ll soon be able to do more than just ‘like’ something on 
Facebook.   

There are six new emojis being added to the social media site in the next 
few weeks. 

They’re called reactions. Instead of just being able to ‘like’ a post, a 
comment, a photo or a video, you will be able to express: love, haha, yah, 
wow, sad and angry.  
 
Facebook decided not to add a dislike button because they said it could be 
used as a form of online bullying.  
Presenter: 
That’s all from Newsreel for today. Don’t forget you can test yourself on 
what you’ve learned from today’s programme. The quiz and questions can 
be found on the Newsreel pages of ur.se – or have a look at our Facebook 
page – it’s UR Engelska. Until next time, I’m Christine Demsteader, thanks 
for listening.   
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