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NO SUBSTITUTE FOR LIFE 

 

Before listening: 

Discuss 
 

 Have you ever had a substitute teacher that just didn’t work out in your class? In what way did 

it go wrong? 

 Have you had a sub that was really good? In what way was he/she good? 

 Why do you think students behave differently when they have a sub, compared to their regular 

teacher? 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

During listening 

True or false 

 
Read these statements before listening. Mark them as true or false while you are listening. 

 True False 

The storyteller thinks that it’s boring to have a substitute teacher. They are always 
prepared for the students’ tricks. 

  

The substitute teacher was an old woman with long, black hair. 

 

  

The storyteller tried to break the silence by throwing a paper plane. 

 

  

When the substitute teacher screwed the paper up - it made a loud, horrible sound. 

 

  

The substitute teacher, Madame Lutin, sent David to the headmaster’s office. 

 

  

In another classroom David saw another woman who looked exactly like Madame 
Lutin. 

  

Madame Lutin pulled down her sunglasses and behind them were a pair of light blue 
eyes. 

  

David and his friends never go to the library. 

 

  

Madame Lutin is a ghost. 

 

  

The only thing Madame Lutin wants for her work is to have one student locked up in 
the cellar, next to her skeleton, once a year. 

  

David walks out of the office thinking that he will behave from now on. 
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After listening 

Fill in the blanks 

 
Choose from the words in the box. Put the words in the sentences. You can only use a word one time.  

 

fridge   corner   cellar 

sockets   screwed it up   actually 

  excited    haunted 

 

 

1. Mr. Brown was sick which meant a substitute teacher! We were ________________________________________ to see who 

would turn up when we sat in our classroom. 

2. Then suddenly, I felt something cold, like someone had opened a ______________________________________ right in front of 

me. 

3. The paper plane was sailing beautifully over the heads of the guys in front of me, to the ________________________________ 

of the room.  

4. Then the teacher reached up and grabbed it. She _______________________________________________________ and threw it away. 

 

5. The door opened and something hit me. It wasn’t like _________________________________________________ bumping into 

someone, more like an electric shock would feel.  

6. Behind the sunglasses was nothing. Just two black, empty ________________________________________________________________ . 

 

7. She is a ghost from the 17th century. This place has always been __________________________________________________________ . 

 

8. I’ve agreed to lock up a student in the ____________________________________________________________ next to her skeleton, so 

don’t give me any more trouble.  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Make pairs  
Draw a line between the subjects and the correct translation in Swedish. 

 

Chemistry    Matematik 

Music     SO 

Social science    bild 

Craft     idrott 

Maths     hem- och konsumentkunskap 

Art     engelska 

Physical education   kemi 

Home economics   geografi 

English     slöjd 

Geography    music 

 

Discuss / write 

 
Use your imagination and continue the story.  

 What happened to Madame Lutin and her son? Why is her skeleton in a cellar in the basement? 

 

 What do you think David did after the meeting with the headmaster? What kind of ideas did he 

have? What did he do when he returned to class? 

  

 

 

Word search 
Find the words in the puzzle. You can find the words in all directions. 
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R I E U E K O O B E T O N T C  

L O P I S G I C A D R W T E D  

K E T C A F E L R E E R A R T  

N U Y A C Y Z O L A E S A A V  

A G Z L L S R U G L Y O K S A  

J L N E I U R A P R B O C E Q  

C U A N C I C A R E A O N R D  

R E H D N B T L T B M P M B A  

R I Y A E S E I A P I D H T P  

E G A R P S H W U C Z L F Y E  

P U N H S W J T K A E R B K T  

A O I O C R E R U L E S M D O  

P F N J V R S U B J E C T U N  

P A P E R C L I P E S D Z M P  

M F C X I Y G Q U U H H W X C  
 

BREAK  GEOGRAPHY  PAPERCLIP 

CALCULATOR GLUE   PEN 

CALENDAR  LESSON  PENCILCASE 

CHAIR  LIBRARY  RULER 

COMPUTER  RULES  STAPLER 

CRAYON  NOTEBOOK  SUBJECT 

DESK   NOTEPAD  WHITEBOARD 

ERASER  PAPER 



 

The story in pictures 
Cut out the pictures and put them in correct order. When you are done, work in pairs and practice 

telling the story to each other. Look at the phrases below for help. 
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 Mr. Brown was sick again. That meant that they were going to have a substitute teacher! 

 That morning they were all chatting away when they heard a voice from the desk. It was almost 

like a whisper. 

 Janey’s face went white, and she just sat there without saying anything.  

 David made a piece of paper into an aeroplane. 

 On his way to the headmaster’s office he met a 4th grade student. 

 Everything went dark. Madame Lutin had no eyes, just empty sockets! 

 “Madame Lutin is saving us! And she doesn´t even need to be paid. There is just one small thing 

she wants…” said the headmaster 
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Key 

True or false 
1. false 

2.false 

3. true 

4.false 

5. true 

6. true 

7. false 

8. true 

9. true 

10. true 

11. false 

Fill in the blanks 
1.excited 

2.fridge 

3.corner 

4.screwed it up 

5.actually 

6.sockets 

7.haunted 

8.cellar 



 

Make pairs 
 

Chemistry- kemi    Physical education - idrott   

Music - musik    Home economics – hem-och konsumentkunskap   

Social science - SO   English - engelska   

Craft - slöjd    Geography - geografi   

Maths- matematik   Art - bild    

     

    

   

Wordsearch 

 

R + + + E K O O B E T O N + +  

+ O P + S G + C + D R + + E D  

+ E T C A + E + R E E R + R +  

N + + A C Y + O L A E S A A +  

+ G + L L + R U G L Y O K S +  

+ L + E I U R A P R B O C E +  

+ U + N C + C A R E A O N R D  

R E + D N + T L T B M P + + A  

R I + A E S E I A P I + H + P  

E + A R P S H + U C + L + Y E  

P + + H S W + T K A E R B + T  

A + + O C + E R U L E S + + O  

P + N + + R S U B J E C T + N  

P A P E R C L I P + + + + + +  

    + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +  
 
 
 
 


