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Vocabulary: Before listening, make sure that you are familiar with the following words: 

 

Word Description Synonym 

disfigure 
damage the appearance of something  deform; spoil 

dense 
having parts that are close together so that it is 
difficult to see through 

thick; heavy 

mangrove 
a tropical tree, found near water, whose twisted 
roots grow partly above ground 

 

opulence 
the quality of being luxurious splendour; grandiosity 

slick (noun) 
an amount of a glossy or oily substance  

converge 
to come from other places to meet in a particular 
place 

assemble; mingle 

pollution 
the presence in the environment of a substance 
which has harmful effects 

contamination; dirtiness 

inaction 
lack of action where action is expected  passivity; neglect 

irreversible 
not able to be undone or changed   inevitable; unrepairable 

hotspot 
a popular and exciting place  

resident 
a person who lives somewhere permanently or on 
a long-term basis 

inhabitant; local 

repel 
drive or force something or someone away repulse; push back 

morsel 
a small piece or amount bite; nibble  

animation 
moving images created from drawings or models 
that are photographed or created by a computer 

cartoon; comic strip 

top-rated 
very popular or successful leading; acclaimed 

perceive  
interpret or look at someone or something in a 
particular way 

view; regard 

commission 
order the production of something order; authorise 

domestic 
relating to the running of a home or to family 
relations 

family; private 

sizable 
quite large considerable; substantial 

banter 
the playful and friendly exchange of teasing 
remarks 

jokes; repartee 

pitch 
(here) an area of ground marked out or used for 
play in a game 

field; arena 

preserve 
maintain something in its original state protect; maintain 

pastime 
an activity that someone does regularly for 
enjoyment rather than work 

hobby; recreation 
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Mauritius: Hitting a reef 

 
1. According to the programme, how much oil spilled into the sea after the Japanese tanker ran 

aground outside the coast of Mauritius?   
 
a. 100 tonnes 
b. 10,000 tonnes  
c. 4,000 tonnes 
d. 1,000 tonnes 

 
2. What was it that inhabitants of Mauritius were protesting against on 29 August, 2020?   
 
3. What types of water activities did people enjoy before the oil spill?  

 
 
Kenya: Animation for all ages 
 

4. Animation is not just for kids, Alanna Leslie tells us. Can you think of animated TV-shows, 
other than the ones mentioned in the programme, that are not (just) for kids?   

 
5. What is Ng’endo Mukis most famous film Yellow Fever about?  

 
6. Animation is used by film-makers to tackle difficult subjects. How does Ng’endo Muki 

explain this?  
 

 
Women in the workforce  

7. Circle the statement that is TRUE or FALSE. 
 

a. More than 50 percent of women in the world 
have a paid job.     TRUE/FALSE 

b. In Southern and Western Asia and in Northern Africa  
less than 30 percent of women have a paid job.  TRUE/FALSE 

c. Only 14 percent of young men are employed, studying or  
training for a career.     TRUE/FALSE 

d. Fewer women have jobs because of unequally 
distributed domestic duties.    TRUE/FALSE   
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The Republic of Ireland: Gaelic football as a national pastime 
 

8. How do you score one point in Gaelic football? How do you score three points?  
 

9. Gaelic football is also called GAA but what does the acronym GAA stand for?  
 
10. When was Gaelic football officially founded and what was its purpose?   

 
 

Language points: Choose the right explanation for the phrases in bold. 
 

11. Since the end of August, beaches and coastlines have been restricted to the public.  
a. People have been forbidden from visiting beaches and coastlines. 
b. People have been allowed to travel to beaches and coastlines. 
c. Only adults are allowed to visit the beaches and coastlines. 

 
12. We are still waiting for the government to give us a helping hand. 

a. Politicians should give a thumbs up when the time is right.  
b. The government should wait for assistance. 
c. The government should provide assistance as soon as possible 

 
13. Today, the unpleasant smell of oil repels passers-by.  

a. The oil smells good when people pass by. 
b. When people come close, the smell of oil makes them back away. 
c. The smell of oil makes people forget their worries.  

 
14. That was a little morsel from the animation.   

a. A small part of the animated series. 
b. The start of the series. 
c. The end of the series. 

 
15. Senior matches are allowed to take place behind closed doors.  

a. The matches are publicly announced and anyone is welcome. 
b. The audience has to enter through the back doors.  
c. The matches take place with no audience and without public knowledge. 
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Discussion points 
 
Dealing with disaster: The oil spill from the Japanese tanker Wakashio outside the coast of 
Mauritius is an example of an environmental disaster that both immediately and in the long-term 
affects the lives of people, animals and plants in the surrounding areas. Is an oil spill like this one a 
natural disaster or a man-made disaster, would you say? What is the difference between natural 
disasters and man-made disasters? Can a disaster be both man-made and natural? Give examples of 
some different kinds of environmental disasters? Have you ever been affected by an environmental 
disaster? Do you need to prepare for natural disasters where you live? Do you think that climate 
change is a cause of environmental disasters?  
 
Humour is a serious business: Animation can be used to tackle difficult subjects and, not 
seldom, the humour within animation is an important tool for dealing with serious issues. In his 
latest stand-up show, comedian Ricky Gervais states: “If you can laugh in the face of adversity, you 
are bullet-proof”. Do you think Gervais is right? Is it possible to deal with difficult subjects through 
humour? Can you joke about everything? If not, what are topics that you cannot joke about? What 
type of humour do you enjoy? Who is the funniest person you know? Try to identify what it is that 
makes them funny and explain to a friend.   
 
 
 
 
 
Key 

 
1) d. 1,000 tonnes  
2) Suggestion: They were protesting against the government’s inaction and against how badly the government had handled 

the disaster.    
3) Suggestion: People enjoyed activities such as snorkelling and kite-surfing and some people depended on the water for 

their livelihoods as fishermen.  
4) Suggestion: Here, students can brainstorm. There are lots of animation series that target primarily an adult audience 

such as The Simpsons, American Dad, Family Guy, South Park, Bob’s Burgers and many more.  
5) Suggestion: The film is about the use of whitening creams by some African women. 
6) Suggestion: Muki argues that animation allows people to have anonymity and that it can create a distance between what 

people say and how other people perceive it.   
7) a. FALSE 

b. TRUE 
c. FALSE 
d. TRUE 

8) Suggestion: You score one point by kicking the ball over the posts and you score three points by kicking the ball into the 
goal past the goalkeeper.   

9) Suggestion: It’s short for the Gaelic Athletic Association. 
10) Suggestion: It was founded in 1884 to help preserve and cultivate the national pastimes of Ireland.    

11)   a. people have been forbidden from visiting beaches and coastlines 
12)   c. the government should provide assistance as soon as possible 
13)   b. when people come close, the smell of oil makes them back away 
14)   a. a small part of the series 
15)   c. the matches take place with no audience and without the public knowing. 

 


