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Today’s headlines 
 

 
• Illegal hunting in South Africa 
• Coming out as bisexual 
• Recycling rubbish 
• Female voting rights 
• Vegan friendly army 
• Education or unemployment? 
• Reggae in India 

 

 

Alanna Leslie (A.L), Narrator: 
“Imagine never feeling free to ask someone out on a date or, talk with your friends 
about that cute boy in school. That’s the case for a lot of young men in Australia. Sad 
right? But around the world people aren’t free to do other things as well - for 
example, women voting in Kenya aren’t always as free as the law says they are. We’ll 
come back to this later in the show, and we’ll also hear about – graduate 
unemployment in South Africa.” 
Unknown: 
“The rate of unemployment among young people is 58%. Many let the chances of 
getting a job as a young graduate are very slim.” 
A.L:  
“A surprising fact from Israel - 1 out of 18 soldiers identify as vegan. 
And reggae, Indian style! This is Newsreel World.” 

 
 
Illegal hunting in South Africa 
 

A.L: 
“I’m Alana Leslie. First off, do you know what’s worth over two million 
pounds per tonne? Pangolins. In case you don’t know, I didn’t they’re 
anteaters who live in Africa and parts of Asia. They have a really long 
face and kind of look like a turtle. They’re also the world’s most illegally 
trafficked animal because their scales are hugely valuable on the herbal 
medicine black market. Recently in Malaysia, nearly three tonnes of 
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scales were torched so they couldn’t be sold as traditional remedies in 
Asia. Malaysia is only one part of a worldwide story.” 
Dr. William Fowlds: 
“My name is doctor William Fowlds, I work as a wildlife veterinarian in 
South Africa.” 
A.L: 
“William spent years looking after rhinos in the eastern cape of South 
Africa, and he knows all about the global black market in endangered 
species.” 
Dr. William Fowlds: 
“The estimated value of illegal wildlife trade is approximately 20 billion 
dollars per year. In recent times, Rhino horn and tonnes and tonnes of 
pangolin scales.” 
Dr. William Fowlds: 
“You guys are the next generation that is now fighting to keep your 
planet alive, so engage in social media to learn just how complicated 
these issues are. Begin to influence people who are influential in the 
world: Writing to your local politician, it could be signing petitions; 
sports stars, rock stars, they can make a difference in changing the 
behaviour, the attitude of human beings around the world.” 
A.L: 
“So…now you know, just start emailing!”  
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Coming out as bisexual 
 

A.L: 
“Yes, if you want to kiss a boy, go for it! But in Australia a survey taken by 
18 to 29 year-olds for radio station triple J has found that only 40% of 
men who identify as bisexual have come out. That’s much less than men 
and women coming out as gay, which is above 80%. On top of that, 
according to the survey, more young people identify as bisexual than gay 
and lesbian.” 

 
 
 
Recycling rubbish 
 

A.L: 
“Mmm…ah sorry, sorry! Just got so hungry, mmm. Love salt and vinegar. 
But this chip packet, I know it goes into landfill after I throw it away but I 
don’t know where else to put it. [It] turns out, a group of students from a 
school in India have the answer. They’ve been packing up the wrappers 
for their snacks and sending them back to the manufacturers. In two 
weeks, they collected and returned over 20 000 bits of rubbish. So how 
bad is India’s plastic waste problem? Here’s Rahul Tandon in Kolkata to 
tell us more.” 
Rahul Tandon: 
“Raju is sweeping up the rubbish in a street in Kolkata. It’s all plastic. 
There are bottles here, packets here, people have just thrown it on the 
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floor. Banani Cucker who is trying to clean up this city says plastic is now 
a huge problem.” 
Banani Cucker: 
“People don’t understand, who just throw it and they think it’ll 
disappear. In the city our drains are clogged with plastic, they have to 
take a pick-axe to break the barrier of plastic.” 
Rahul Tandon: 
“And the problem is it’s not changing. On busy streets like this you’ll see 
plastic everywhere. Some states have tried to ban it, but the law is hardly 
ever enforced. So, what do Indians make of the country’s plastic 
problem? Let’s find out.” 
Rina: 
“People aren’t aware enough, they don’t know the impact they are 
having, you know when they throw a packet on the ground.” 
Ankur: 
“Plastic is not bad, misuse of plastic is bad. You know, making a demon 
out of plastic is really not good.” 
A.L: 
“It’s a big problem, but it seems the answer may be to return to sender.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
enforce 
to carry out effectively 

 

 
 
 
Female voting rights 
 

A.L: 
“Swedish politics is a little bit of an omnishambles at the moment… By 
the time you listen to this, there may be a government, maybe there 
won’t, who knows? But at least people are getting the chance to express 
their opinion freely and vote, that’s not the case for everyone in the 
world. Here’s Michael Kaloki.” 
Michael Kaloki: 
“The streets of Nairobi, the capital city of Kenya. Well, in this city and 
other parts of the country, women were not allowed to vote until 1919, 
and back then it was only European women residing in the country, who 
were allowed to vote. It was not until 1956 when voting rights were 
extended to African women and men under certain conditions. Then, in 
1963, the year the country obtained its independence, all Kenyan women 
were given the right to vote and stand for election.” 
Unknown: 
“Lots of fanfare when the country gained its independence, and although 
since then there has been, at least on paper that is, the right for women 
to cast their ballot for their person of choice. There has also been some 
concern raised in some quarters that in practice, many women do not 
really have the opportunity to vote for who they want.” 
Theresa Almundy: 
“[In the] Majority of families in Kenya, the men make the decisions for 
the household.” 
Michael Kaloki: 
”Theresa Almundy is the executive director of the Federation of Women 
Lawyers, Kenya.” 
Theresa Almundy: 
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“A lot of decisions still affect how the women vote. If my husband says: 
“this is my house, me and my household we are supporting this 
particular party”, unless I’m a very empowered woman and I am able to 
have a civil discussion with my husband or we have a certain level of 
understanding, the chances that I go against that decision are very 
minimal. We try to remind them that it’s a secret ballot, but you know 
when most of us were growing up your mother would tell you: “I will see 
you if you do it, I will know” and the fear of just imagining that she will 
know is the fear we are trying to release from women.” 
A.L: 
“You know, I think every woman should have the right to make her own 
choice, in all matters in the 21st century, come on!” 
 

 
 
Vegan friendly army 
 

A.L: 
“Veganism is really taking off around the world as people become more 
aware of the environmental and ethical consequences of meat and dairy 
production. In Israel it’s very popular, especially in, of all places, the 
Israeli Defence Force. Nitzan Pincu, a former soldier herself, tells us all 
about it.” 
Nitzan Pincu: 
“The Israeli army is very tough, but it’s also very vegan. According to the 
Israeli Defence Forces, 1 out of 18 soldiers identify as vegan, which 
makes it the most vegan army in the world. When I served in the 
military, vegetarians and vegans had very few options to choose from. 
It’s much better now since the IDF has become vegan friendly. It all 
started following a soldier’s protest in 2014, when vegan soldiers 
demanded to get vegan options on the army menu. Now, vegans can get 
wool free sweaters as well as non-leather boots.” According to the IDF 
the number of vegan soldiers has increase 20-fold in the past three 
years.” 
A.L: 
“Thanks, Nitzan!” 
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Education or unemployment? 
 

A.L: 
“Now I remember being told a lot “get university, you’ll get a good job” 
Sound familiar? Well in South Africa, it’s no longer a guarantee and lots 
of people are wondering whether they should bother with a tertiary 
education. From Johannesburg, here’s Carissa Cupido.” 
Carissa Cupido: 
“The rate of unemployment among young people is 58% meaning that 
the chances of getting a job as a young graduate are very slim. Only if you 
get to make it beyond university level and even then, they are faced with 
the challenge of finding a job, however, we can’t ignore the fact that we 

tertiary education 
higher education, e.g. 
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live in a digital world where young people have shown that they’re able 
to make their own careers outside of the need for a qualification. A lot of 
talented and skilled young minds go to waste because there’s just no 
space being made for them to participate in the economy.” 

 
 
 
Reggae in India 
 

A.L: 
“Hear the music guys? Yes, it’s reggae. The United Nations has just added 
reggae to a list of national treasures, so it’s going to protect it in the same 
way that it looks after islands and national parks. Reggae of course 
originated in Jamaica, but has spread all around the world, including 
India!” 
Dennis Sultan: 
“My name is Dennis Sultan and I’m a reggae artist and selecta from India. 
I’m a lead singer in a band called ‘The Scavengers’ and I also run a sound 
system called ‘Bass Foundation Roots’.” 
A.L: 
“‘Scavengers’ make dub, punk, rap and reggae into their politically 
charged tracks.” 
Dennis Sultan: 
“I first got to hear reggae music in Germany of all places, and when I 
moved back to India at first it was kind of like a private pleasure, but 
then slowly, you know the music scene in India over the last few years 
has also changed tremendously then we started ‘The Scavengers’ band. 
To play reggae music in India means you have to find the right causes to 
connect it to in India, so that it has meaning here.” 
A.L: 
“Thanks for listening guys, this is Newsreel World, I’m Alanna Leslie, 
hope we catch up soon!” 
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