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Alanna Leslie: Hello again. I'm Alana Leslie and this is Newsreel World. Bringing you 
news from all over the English-speaking world. This week we're going to do something a bit 
different rather than bringing you lots of different stories from around the world. We're 
going to focus on one subject: #MeToo.  

First the USA… The original #MeToo movement was founded by civil rights activist Tarana 
Burke in 2007. #MeToo became a global movement in October 2017 after film director 
Harvey Weinstein was accused of multiple sexual assaults and abuse going back decades. 
That same month American actor Alyssa Milano encouraged women on Twitter to share 
their stories of sexual abuse by tweeting the hashtag #MeToo. It opened up a global 
conversation about an issue that many felt had been kept hidden. But how big of an impact 
did it have around the world away from Europe North America and Australasia?  

Let's find out... First we're off to Nairobi in Kenya to hear from Sandra Mutuku… 

 

Kenya 

Sandra Mutuku: Kenya being one of the African countries where awareness on sexual 
harassment and assault against women has been on the rise. The hashtag #MeToo 
movement definitely had some impact. In 2017 during the hashtag #MeToo movement, 
many Kenyans use this as an opportunity to speak up against sexual assault on social 
media. This resulted in women coming up with creative ideas such as creating a safe 
space for women. Strictly Silk is a night event that is strictly organized by women for 
women. At this year's event, women share a variety of views on the hashtag #MeToo 
movement.    

Oya Moyo: My name is Oya Moyo. My opinion on the impacts of the #MeToo movement in 
Kenya is that it hasn't really... I don’t think I’ve felt a positive impact so much. At least not 
an impact… you can feel in terms of like how things have changed in Kenya. What it has 
done though, and even with more recent events in South Africa and gender based violence 
and so on, is it's brought the conversation to the forefront… and… even if there isn't like an 
immediate impact, at least conversations are being had…  

 

South Africa 

Alanna Leslie: So what about elsewhere in Africa? Reporting from Johannesburg, Carissa 
Cupido gives us a South African perspective.  
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Carissa Cupido:  While gender-based violence is not a new phenomenon, the rise of 
social media has helped raise awareness about the issue. We saw the #MeToo movement 
take the world by storm. South Africa is set to have the highest rates of abuse against 
women. This has brought to light recently with the murder of Uyinene Mrwetyana. A man 
has been arrested for the rape and murder of the 19 year old after her friends were vocal 
online about her being missing. This prompted South African women to speak up using the 
hashtag #AmINext to share their experiences and express their fears. This is not an 
isolated incident. It's the reality of every woman in South Africa.  

Palesa: I’m Palesa and, currently I don't feel safe in South Africa because, like, women are 
being hurt and the government is not doing anything about it. And even the men that are 
close to us we are not able to trust them because the stories that we've been hearing are 
women that are being hurt by the people whom are they close to. So how are we supposed 
to feel safe in our own country?  

Qetello: My name is Qetello. I feel like the government isn't doing enough especially after 

the recent Uyinene case the justice system is failing us. So even if you report cases like 

this I feel like nothing is being done actually. 

Carissa Cupido:  Statists A defines femicide as the intentional killing of women and girls. 
It's reported that in August alone, thirty women were murdered by their partners. Not 
enough is being done. Legal measures should be implemented to protect women as well 
as counter act the rate at which they're being victimized.  

 

Guyana 

Alanna Leslie: So, it seems to be a mixed picture worldwide. But, what about South 
America? Latoya Pereira brings us this report from Guyana.  

Latoya Pereira: Sexual harassment not only occurs in the workplace. Sexual harassment 
can take place anywhere.  

Guyanese teenager: I think it's very sensitive and it needs to be addressed by various 
institutions and organizations because it has escalated beyond control of recently, even in 
our own homes. That's putting our children at risk and when they are going to be abused at 
such an early age it affects them for life.  

Guyanese teenager: I believe our picture of sexual harassment only involves sexual 
intercourse and not generally the things we say and the demeaning things that we say to 
persons.  

Latoya Pereira: People are usually affected in ways that the eyes cannot see and often, it 
has a lasting effect.  

 

India 

Alanna Leslie: In Asia, one country where #MeToo has definitely had a huge impact is 
India, where last year a hotly-debated study conducted by the Thomson Reuters 
Foundation named India as the most dangerous country in the world to be a woman. From 
Bangalore, Mary Rose Abraham has this report:   
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Mary Rose Abraham: It's a Tuesday afternoon and rush hour traffic is just getting into full 
swing. A cafe on a busy main road is a short walk for some members of a school's Model 
United Nations club. They're talking about the upcoming program they're organizing for the 
school. The subject: #MeToo.  

Meghana P. Shetty: I actually did not think sexual assault or any kind of assault for that 
matter was such a common thing all over the world. But after this and… errr, after this 
movement, people started saying their stories online or maybe even to me for that matter. 
It just shone a light on how common and how bad this is.  

Mary Rose Abraham: Most Indians are certainly aware of the gender-based violence in 
their own country. In December 2012 Jyothi Singh Pandey, a 23-year-old student was 
gang raped on a moving bus and later died of her injuries. Massive protests erupted all 
over India, but safety continues to be a pervasive problem.  

Shubha Saraswathy Nedungadi:  Whenever you're walking on the streets in India you 
have to be careful. And I'm, I'm actually taller than most of the men on the street. But it's 
still, it’s still scary because growing up as a girl in India when you hear the stories of gang 
rapes of children that have been raped, and just, the… sheer brutality of the whole thing it 
makes you feel afraid.  

Mary Rose Abraham: Talking about this may have been even more difficult before but, as 
it has in other countries, #MeToo has given young women a space to speak out about 
experiences that everyone is going through…  

Vibha Kaushik: It's just kind of ridiculous how some, errr, some people just completely 
mistake the motive of #MeToo. It's not to just give women more attention. It's…  it's just to 
make you comfortable with who you are and how that experience has changed you as a 
person.  

Mary Rose Abraham: But for young men to express solidarity, let alone share their 
stories; may be hardest of all…  

Shashwath Shirish: In our age group I feel it's all about peer pressure. So, erm, although 
there are a lot of people who are strongly opinionated like, err, a lot of guy friends who like 
really stand for it. I don't think really speak out about it because they feel, like, about peer 
pressure. They feel like, errr, women take up feminism too strongly or something like that 
and they, errr, feel that if they talk for feminism it affects them somehow, they get bullied 
somehow. It shouldn't but yes.  

 

Worldwide 

Alanna Leslie: So, we've heard specific examples of where #MeToo has and hasn't made 
an impact. But what trends have been seen around the world generally? We asked Adrija 
Dey, an academic from Calcutta in India, who's now based at the School of Oriental and 
African Studies in London  

Adrija Dey: With the #MeToo movement, the.. the main focus of it was, err, sexual and 
gender based violence within institutions. So institutional violence is so common, it is so 
existent all over the world that it is something that instantly brought women together. In 
India there were, there were so many of these movements. Hashtag #PinjraTod 
#IWillGoOut. Hashtag #AintNoCinderella #HappyToBleed. So all of these movements were 
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around feminist issues and institutional violence in many ways and then when #MeToo 
happened it all kind of came together and the anger was channelized. I mean the fire was 
there it just kind of exploded into this one bigger movement. Similarly, in Latin America 
there was already a #MyFirstAbuse. It's a global problem, women across the world have 
shared experiences of violence which are very, very similar. And it is important because 
none of the problems have actually been addressed. It has started a cycle of change but 
the journey is really, really long. You cannot undo hundreds of years of oppression and 
discrimination and violence in two years. This is a starting point, but the journey will be long 
and hard and there's a lot of fight remaining.  

Alanna Leslie: If what we've been talking about has affected you and you'd like to speak 
to someone about it, you can contact your closest Youth Health area or talk to 
organisations like Save the Children or Big Sister for help.  

This is newsreel world. I'm Alana Leslie. Until next time. Take care.  

 

 


