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KATE HOLLAND: Hi and welcome to Newsreel Easy. In London, I’m Kate Holland. 
Coming up: 
 
Why do we celebrate Black History Month? 
NICOLE: The idea kind of came about through one man of Ghanaian heritage. 
 
And should there be an emoji for forgiveness? 
But first. 
 

• Smacking Children Ban 

Smacking or slapping are gentler words for hitting your child. And 
now, Scotland has become the first country in the UK to ban smacking 
and make it illegal.  
 
Many Scottish politicians and campaigners say this sends a strong 
message that violence is never acceptable.   
 
But others disagree, arguing that parents and guardians should be 
trusted to bring-up their children as they see fit. 
 
Sweden was the first country in the world to introduce a smacking 
ban – 40 years ago!  Since then, 57 others countries have done the 
same. 
Here in England, smacking is not illegal. So, I went to find out if people 
in London think the ban is a good idea. 
 
PERSON 1: I think it’s good that they’ve done that, that they’ve enforced 
that rule.  I think more countries should.   
 
PERSON 2: If a child has been naughty then, you know, a smack around 
the bottom is okay!   
 
PERSON 3: It depends on the situation.  If the child is misbehaving and 
the parent just gives them a small smack… there’s nothing wrong with 
that. 
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VOX 4: You can discipline a child in different ways.  Be a bit smarter. 
Mixed opinions here in London.  But do you think Scotland is right to 
follow Sweden’s lead and ban smacking? 

• Black History Month 

Right now, in the UK and across much of Europe, it’s Black History 
Month. 

Every October, the month is marked by workshops, book launches and 
events. And the whole aim is to show the history and culture of people 
from African and Caribbean backgrounds.   
 
Nicole works at a New Beacon Books – the UK’s first black publisher 
and specialist bookshop.  From the quiet shop, filled with books, she’s 
been telling me where the idea for Black History Month started: 

NICOLE: The idea kind of came about through one man of Ghanaian 
heritage. A man called Akyaaba Addai Sebo. And he really wanted wider 
society, UK society, to understand the contribution of African civilisation 
to the world. 
 
Nicole says it was all about showing other people in the UK how much 
black people contributed to the country.  And she’s very busy this 
month. 
 
NICOLE: We’re out at African markets, we’re out at conferences, we’re 
out at talks and discussions.   
 
She’ll be talking about Black history in the UK.  But although Nicole 
thinks the month is important, she also thinks it should be taught in 
schools all year round. 
 
NICOLE: I feel that there needs to be elements of black history just part 
and parcel of everyday life in people's learning. That it isn't just in 
October that you'll be learning about different individuals. 
 
So Nicole thinks Black History shouldn’t just be talked about in 
October. 

• Forgiveness Emoji 

From flamingos to unicorns, dogs to vampires… there are so many 
emojis.  So, is it time for a forgiveness emoji? 
 
Well, in Finland a group of charities have come together to create one.  
They hope it would promote peace. 

One idea for the emoji is a love heart with a plaster across it. But what 
do you think a forgiveness emoji should look like? 

 
That’s all for today.  I’ll be back on the 2nd of November.  Thanks for 
listening. 
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