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ALANNA LESLIE: Hi, I’m Alanna Leslie and it’s time for Newsreel World. Today, we’re heading to 
the Bahamas, the Pacific Island of Kiribati and Uganda... But first, Hong Kong... 

 
 
Hong Kong’s South Asian community 

 
ALANNA LESLIE: Hong Kong is a Chinese city which is heavily influenced 
by its time as a British colony. What’s less known about [it] is the long-
established ethnic minority community, many of whom are South Asian. Amid 
the ongoing civil unrest in the region, this community has come under the 
spotlight for quite a heart-warming reason. Ravi Bajpai visits Chungking 
Mansions in the heart of the South Asian Hong Konger community…   
 
RAVI BAJPAI: Over the last year, civil unrest has rattled Hong Kong. 
In this chaos, South Asian immigrants are seeing a silver lining. Mostly from 
India, Pakistan and Nepal, they are less than two percent of Hong Kong’s 
population. I’m now weaving my way through pedestrians at Tsim Sha Tsui in 
the heart of Hong Kong’s busy Kowloon district. I’m headed to the iconic 
Chungking Mansions. Nearly 5,000 South Asian immigrants live in this ethnic 
melting pot. Shops selling food and groceries and restaurants dot the lower 
floors of this 17-storey building. Cheap guest houses and a mall occupy the rest 
of it. Last month, immigrants here handed out bottles of cold water to 
marching protesters. More than a thousand Hong Kong Chinese thanked them 
later by visiting the quarters and dining with them. That wasn’t any small feat. 
But do young people from the South Asian community in Hong Kong think 
this is the start of greater acceptance for them? 
 
AKASHDEEP GILL:  I’m Akashdeep Gill, I'm 22 years of age and I'm actually 
born and raised in Hong Kong. But my parents came to Hong Kong from 
Punjab, Hoshiarpur.  
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RAVI BAJPAI: I’m speaking to Akashdeep Gill.  He was born in Hong Kong 
but his parents  came to Hong Kong from Hoshiarpur in Punjab, in the north 
of India. Akashdeep also explains that the Chungking area has a bad reputation.  
 
AKASHDEEP GILL: Chungking is known for very, like, wrong reasons most 
of the time because of the whole, you know, fear that the local people have. But 
the intent of the passing the water and passing the you know, the free waters 
and drinks was so that we can bring the community together. We want to kill 
the barrier that we have amongst the local and the Indian people in Chungking. 
So we want to kill that fear that people have that, oh, don't go to Chungking 
because bad things will happen to you. It’s not the case.  
 
RAVI BAJPAI: He works in his family’s  Indian restaurant in Chungking 
mansions and was working in the restaurant when thousands of Chinese 
Hongkongers started to visit.  
So could you tell us the next day how many locals came in and what really 
happened? 
 
AKASHDEEP GILL: We ran out of food and they're like, we don't care. I 
don't care. I have to wait for three hours. I don't care after four, wait for four 
hours. We want to eat at this place. And that was a very positive thing where, 
you know, when the community comes and helps the business, because when 
those people came, it really showed the power of Hong Kong.  
 
RAVI BAJPAI: Do you think that because of all these activities, there is more, 
sort of, inclusion for the South Asian community that lives here with the local 
Chinese population?  
 
AKASHDEEP GILL: Of course, yeah. We are of a different background, like 
I'm Indian, someone else is Pakistani, you're Chinese. But when it comes to 
Hong Kong, really, the local people have shown that no matter what 
background you are from, we are always ready to help you. 
 
RAVI BAJPAI: This is Ravi Bajpai reporting for Newsreel World in Hong 
Kong.  
 
ALANNA LESLIE: Thanks Ravi. 
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Quick Headlines 
 
 
ALANNA LESLIE: Now it’s time for a few quick stories from around the 
world... 

 
Coronavirus outbreak 

The outbreak of a new virus has been declared a “global emergency” by the 
World Health Organisation. The Coronavirus affects the respiratory system 
and symptoms include a fever, dry cough and shortness of breath. The majority 
of cases have been in China, but it has spread to at least 22 other countries 
including India, the USA and Sweden. However, most people are expected to 
make a full recovery. Cities in China have been quarantined and some airlines 
have cancelled flights there. Many shops and cafés have closed to help stop the 
virus spreading.  
 
Canadian footballer breaks international goal-scoring record 
Canadian striker Christine Sinclair has become the highest scoring player in the 
history of international football. Sinclair scored twice in the first 23 minutes of 
Canada’s 11-0 victory over St Kitts & Nevis in a 2020 Olympic qualifier. Her 
185 goals in 290 appearances puts Christine one ahead of the previous record 
holder, the USA’s Abby Wambach. 
  

Climate Change refugee? 
The United Nations has ruled that people fleeing immediate danger due to the 

climate crisis cannot be forced to return home. This landmark ruling centres on 
the case of Ioane Teitiota, a 38-year-old man whose home - the Pacific Island of 
Kiribati - is threatened by rising sea levels.  

 
 

 
The Bahamian banker turned pop star 

Patrice Murrell was living a comfortable life working in finance at home in the 
Bahamas. But she always loved to sing and was good at it but was encouraged by 
her family to choose a sensible, stable career. But when her mother passed away, 
Patrice decided to take the plunge and pursue her desire to be a professional 
singer. Her latest record Heavyweight is out this month and is a cross-
Caribbean collaboration with Swappi, a rapper from Trinidad.   
(Heavyweight…) 
Now that’s your typical, feel-good Soca song. Upbeat vibes, encouraging you to 
dance along. 
 
ALANNA LESLIE: Now, Uganda… 
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Beautifying Waste in Uganda 

 
ALANNA LESLIE: Around the world, countries are cutting down on their 
use of plastic to varying degrees. We’ve heard about how my home country of 
Jamaica is getting really tough on all plastics, for example, by banning them 
completely. But in Uganda, they haven’t been quite as successful yet. So, one 
girl took matters into her own hands in the most remarkable way. From 
Kampala, Halima Athumani brings us this story... 
 
HALIMA ATHUMANI: Since 2009, the Ugandan government has been 
trying to ban the use of plastic bags. However, these attempts have not been 
very successful, since the bans have been inconsistent. Therefore, plastic waste is 
still a big problem. But 26-year-old Faith Aweko is taking matters into her own 
hands. Faith has come up with an ingenious way of turning waste plastic into 
something that’s not just useful, it’s beautiful. Out of the city and into the 
countryside, I went to visit her. 
And here we have Faith. So Faith, what are we sewing today?   
 
FAITH AWEKO: So today I'm sewing a cross-bag. It's a new product that we 
are trying to make because sometimes people want to just go out maybe to the 
mall or to town with just a small bag to put in their money and their phone.  
 
HALIMA ATHUMANI: So is there a market for it, if I may ask? Do people 
actually buy when you take them out of the market?  
 
FAITH AWEKO: Yes. People actually buy a lot because it's a unique bag and 
it’s sustainable...  
  
HALIMA ATHUMANI:  So why did Faith want to do something about 
plastic waste in her area?  
  
FAITH AWEKO: Every time it would rain, plastic would clog into the water 
ways, into the trenches, leading into blockage; hence causing the flooding.  
Whenever we could go to school, there would be floods all over due to the poor 
waste management in the areas. So, we had to miss classes most of the time. 
So, imagine, if we are to make 100 bags, how many plastic bags would not turn 
into the landfills or will not turn into the trenches.  
 
HALIMA ATHUMANI: Between March and November last year, Faith and 
her team produced 1,000 bags. Since each bag consists of 15 plastic bags, that’s a 
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lot of plastic that’s no longer rubbish. But would more young people in Uganda 
buy bags made out of recycled plastic? 
 
DEBORAH: My name is Sebutenga Munenzera Deborah.  
 
HALIMA ATHUMANI: Deborah would you buy a bag that's made out of 
reused plastic.  
 
DEBORAH: Okay, that would not be a priority, like, I would have second 
thoughts. But if it looked like it’s not made from polythene picked from the 
dustbin then I would buy it. 
 
HALIMA ATHUMANI: Stacy, would you buy a bag that’s made out of 
reused plastic?  
 
STACY: Yes, because I can still use it, like, it’s still useful. 
 
HALIMA ATHUMANI: And if I just went ahead and made it so beautiful, 
turned into a backpack. Would you even, you know, walk with it with more 
swag as you walk around school?  
 
STACY: Yeah, I would, because I think it would look better. 
 
HALIMA ATHUMANI: Faith Aweko’s next plan is to distribute free school 
backpacks to a local orphanage, continuing her mission of turning Uganda’s 
waste plastic from an eyesore to an asset. For Newsreel World in Kampala, 
Uganda, this is Halima Athumani. 
 
ALANNA LESLIE: Thanks Halima.      

 

 

 

 
 
 


