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Hi, I’m Kate Holland and this is Newsreel.  

 
Coming up: Should Scottish people have a second vote on independence: 
 
KITTY: I think Scotland would be better off independent and be able to make its own choices. 
 
And a rapper´s performance at the Brit awards divides opinions 
DAVE: Black… 
 

But first. 
 

 

Media Responsibility 

 
Last month, a well-known British TV presenter took her own life. 

 

Famous for presenting TV shows like Love Island and The X Factor, 

Caroline Flack was 40-years-old. 

 

Following her death, Love Island opened an episode of the programme 

with a tribute. 

 

LOVE ISLAND: Like many of you, right now we’re all just trying to come to 

terms with what has happened.  My only hope is that we can all try and be 

kinder, always show love and listen to one another.   

 

Caroline was often at the center of highly critical gossip magazine stories 

and tabloid news articles – particularly about her love life and her 

appearance, with one calling her “dead behind the eyes”. 

 

And her suicide has started a debate here in the UK, with many people 

calling on the press and social media users to take more responsibility for 

how they treat celebrities.    
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And many hairdressers have stopped having gossip magazines in their 

salons in protest at their treatment of celebrities. So I’ve been out asking 

other people in London if they think these magazines need to take more 

responsibility and “Be Kinder”: 

 

Person 1: I think a lot of the time when they put stuff out there, it's just to 

sell papers. 

 

Person 2: I think maybe there needs to be rules and laws as to the level of 

abusive content. But personally, I wouldn't stop buying them.   
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Scottish Independence 

 

Should Scotland be an independent country? 

That was the question put to Scottish voters in 2014, when a referendum 

was held.  The majority said no.  But now, six years later, many people in 

Scotland want another vote on the issue. 

 

Scotland is part of the United Kingdom, along with England, Wales and 

Northern Ireland.   

 

And now, with the UK having left the European Union, many in Scotland 

are campaigning for them to leave the UK and rejoin the EU.   

 

Research has shown that young people, who were too young to vote last 

time, are more likely to vote for independence now.  So, I’ve been finding 

out what teenagers in Scotland think. Isabella is 16 and lives in Edinburgh. 

  

ISABELLA: I think that there should be a second referendum to, like, get 

everybody’s ideas on it.   

 

MAYA: My name is Maya. I'm fifteen and I live in Edinburgh. I'd vote to 

leave the UK if we could join the EU. But if that wasn't a possibility in the 

near future, I'd probably vote to stay in the UK as it would have more 

benefits. 

 

Fifteen-year-old Kitty agrees that Brexit is a factor. 

 

KITTY: I think Scotland would be better off independent and be able to 

make its own choices. And I think Brexit is a big part of it, because Scotland 
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voted against it, but is being forced to leave anyway, which doesn't seem 

very fair.   

 

And Benjamin, a student in Glasgow, thinks young people are feeling 

energized by the debate. 

 

BENJAMIN: So many young people, in particular now, have an interest in 

politics that they never had before.   
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Dave at the Brits 

 

London rapper Dave won Album of the Year at the Brits – the UK’s 

annual music awards.  But it was his performance on the night that 

made the news. 

DAVE: Black… 

 

He was performing his single Black  - and added a new verse for the 

show.  In the new verse, he said “The truth is our prime minister is a real 

racist”. 

IDAVE: Black… 

 

More than 150 people have formally complained about the 

performance, claiming it was “racist in itself”.  However, others have 

claimed he stole the show.  

DAVE: Black… 

That’s all for this episode of Newsreel.  I’ll be back on the 21st of 

March. Good bye!  
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