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ALANNA LESLIE: Hi, I’m Alanna Leslie, and it‘s time for Newsreel World. Today, we’re heading to 
Pakistan, Canada and Australia. But first, an apology. Two episodes ago we mentioned that the capital 
of Morocco is Marrakesh. However, that isn’t correct as the capital is actually a city called Rabat.  
Now, South Africa... 

 
South Africa 
ALANNA LESLIE: I change my hairstyle very often. It’s part of my self-expression, unique personality 
and culture. But what if you were told you might get into trouble at school for wearing your hair a 
certain way? Especially in a way that’s traditional for your family or culture to do. For an idea of what 
that’s like, Carissa Cupido reports from South Africa. 
CARISSA CUPIDO: In 2016, photos of schoolgirls protesting at a high school in Pretoria went viral 
on social media. Pupils at the school said they were told to straighten their hair and weren’t allowed 
afros.  This was one of several incidents that sparked national outrage. In 2019 in Blue Downs in 
CapeTown, Malibu High School was put under pressure to change their hair policy after pupils were 
humiliated, having their natural hair likened to apes and bears. Many schools that only allowed white 
people to attend during apartheid still have rules on how black pupils, especially girls, should wear their 
hair. Apartheid was a system of segregation or discrimination on the grounds of race that was 
institutionalised from 1948 to 1994 during the era of white minority rule. One of the schools in the 
crossfire was Pretoria Girls High School. Since the code of conduct was challenged by the learners at the 
school in 2016, it has changed its stance on natural hair. Afros and braids are allowed, but should not 
impede or restrict the view of other learners. All styles should be what they consider “conservative”. 
Over the phone, I’ve spoken to some young black South Africans about their experiences. 
LUSISIPHO: Hi my name is Lusisipho. In grade nine. I had started growing out my afro… 
CARISSA CUPIDO: This is Lusisipho. When she was in grade nine, she chose to grow out her afro. 
Unfortunately it wasn’t received well at her school and she eventually relaxed her hair.  
LUSISIPHO: I didn’t do it for like a month, and then I got detention and eventually, I had to get my 
hair relaxed and I felt very violated. 
JULIET: Aside from, like, the learners teasing me about my hair because when we had braids they used 
to call them snakes and stuff like that… 
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CARISSA CUPIDO: This is Juliet. She recalls her English teachers expressing dislike for her hair in 
school and making an example of her in front of her class. 
JULIET: She was like, if this was my school I’d make you take that hair out, it’s causing too much 
distraction. I remember they told this white girl to stand up and she had, like, a slick back ponytail and 
they were like “have neat hair like this.” I was kind of confused because I’m like “we could never have 
hair like that.”  
CARISSA CUPIDO: This month we celebrate Freedom Day in South Africa, which is a significant 
public holiday to commemorate the country’s first non-racial democratic election of 1994. As this time 
of reflection approaches, how much progress can we applaud when a lack of freedom in diversity and 
expression is still prevalent? Although discrimination is no longer legal, the legacy of apartheid still 
reigns. This is Carissa Cupido reporting for Newsreel World from Johannesburg, South Africa. 
ALANNA LESLIE: Thanks Carissa. Now it’s time for a few quick stories from around the world... 
 
India 
A recent survey has shown that last year no other country cut off internet access to a section of its 
citizens more than India. This happened there on 121 separate occasions, which is more than half of the 
213 times internet shutdowns happened globally. One of these lockdowns focused on the area of 
Kashmir that India governs. Internet access was blocked completely between August and January. This 
complete internet shutdown in Kashmir was the longest ever in a democracy and coincided with India 
sending in soldiers to annex the area of Kashmir that it’s in charge of. 
 
Pakistan  
A YouTube prankster from Pakistan has had an unexpected surprise of his own: a 13 million rupee, or 
62,000 pound bill from the tax authorities. Nadir Ali has gone from being an obscure comic in 2016 to 
having a YouTube channel with over 820 million views. It’s alleged that Ali has hidden the true amount 
of money he’s earnt in that time. And he hasn’t replied to any of the warnings from Pakistan’s Federal 
Board of Revenue, so he’s been sent this hefty bill. Ali has the right to appeal but, for now, the joke 
appears to be on him. 
 
Australia  
23-year-old Australian artist Azure Ryder first started singing at five years old in her church choir. Born 
in Sydney, Azure spent some time in Los Angeles before moving to London, where she currently lives. 
In March she released her debut record which includes this song, called Wolves. (...) 
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Canada 
ALANNA LESLIE: Now, Canada… Canada is made up of ten provinces and three territories. Alberta, 
one of the Western provinces, is the home of Canada’s oil production and huge parts of it are used for 
cattle ranching. Canada’s government, led by Prime Minister Justin Trudeau from the city of Ottawa in 
the east of the country, are focusing more and more on countering climate change. Because of this, some 
Albertans feel that the federal government’s agenda attacks their economic interests. To hear more 
about this tension between east and west in Canada, Allie Graham brings us this report. 
ALLIE GRAHAM: Right now, there’s a growing movement in the West of the country to separate 
from the rest of Canada. In the province of Alberta, a new secessionist movement called Wexit, has been 
growing since Canada’s last federal election in October 2019 — when the country re-elected Prime 
Minister Justin Trudeau. Like Brexit, Wexit is driven by people fed up with paying into a union, in this 
case a country; and feeling like that institution isn’t giving them a fair deal. Wexit’s headline policy is 
separation of the western provinces from the rest of Canada, but organisers are also planning to fight 
environmental legislation being passed by the Federal government which they blame for Alberta’s 
declining oil and gas industry. Wexit takes inspiration from recent right-wing campaigns in both Britain 
and the United States, with supporters sporting baseball caps with slogans like “Make Alberta Great 
Again”, and “Wexit” and “The West Wants Out” ... But what do Albertans feel about Wexit? 
VOX 1: I think it’s ridiculous. 
VOX 2:  Very silly. Not Interested. 
VOX 1: No, not at all. 
VOX 3: Lots is going on recently that, you know, it is possible. Do I think it should happen? No, I 
mean, that’s kinda where I stand on it.   
VOX 4: I think if we had more control over what we do with our oil it would be better but I don’t 
think we should try and separate from the rest of the country that we’re attached to. 
ALLIE GRAHAM: Many in Canada see Wexit as a fringe group. However, only a few years ago many 
in the UK would have said the same about voters who supported Brexit. The Wexit movement doesn’t 
seem to be going anywhere soon. In January, the “Western Separatist Wexit Canada party'' was granted 
eligibility to run in Canada’s next election. For Newsreel World, this is Allie Graham reporting from 
Canada. 
 
Sudan 
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ALANNA LESLIE: Thanks Allie. Asma Elbadawi is a basketball player originally from Sudan and 
raised in the UK. Asma started wearing her hijab during matches in her early twenties. She was one of 
the people who began campaigning in 2014 to convince FIBA, basketball’s international governing 
body, to allow women to wear hijabs in professional basketball matches. Here’s Asma explaining to the 
BBC why they appealed this rule. 
ASMA: So the “FIBA Allow Hijab” campaign came about from a rule that prevented anyone wearing 
headgear that was over five centimetres long. We felt like that excluded the Muslim community from 
taking part in sports and we decided to campaign. 
ALANNA LESLIE: After nearly four years of campaigning, in 2017 FIBA allowed women to wear 
hijabs in professional basketball matches. And how did Asma feel after that rule passed? 
ASMA: So to have come out and actually ended up fighting FIBA and changing the rules to the game 
on a global scale is something that just feels so amazing and something that I'm really proud of myself 
and the girls that were part of the campaign with me for achieving. 
 
ALANNA LESLIE: Well, that’s it for today and for this term! See you later in the year. 
  
 

 


