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ALANNA LESLIE: Hi, I’m Alanna Leslie, and it‘s time for Newsreel World. Today, we’re heading to Kenya, the 
Republic of Ireland and Guyana. But first, the island of Mauritius in the Indian Ocean. 

 
ALANNA LESLIE:  In July this year a Japanese oil tanker ran aground on a coral reef off the coast of Mauritius. 
It was carrying 4,000 tonnes of oil, at least 1,000 tonnes of which spilled into the sea. To tell us how the local 
people and wildlife continue to be drastically affected by this disaster, here’s Thanjelee Aran reporting from 
Mauritius. 
 
Thanjelee Aran: Right now, I am as close as we can get to the oil spill which has disfigured the southeast 
coastline of the African island Mauritius. This place, which was of incredible beauty and home to different species 
of marine creatures and dense mangroves, has now lost its opulence. Since the end of August, thirty-two 
kilometres of beaches and coastlines have been restricted to the public. This accident caused the worst ecological 
disaster in Mauritius ever. The tanker ran aground close to two internationally protected UNESCO sites: the 
Pointe d'Esny Wetland and the Blue Bay Marine Park. After the oil spill, there was a huge black slick covering the 
waterfront sea.  
 
Thanjelee Aran:  On the twenty-ninth of August, around a hundred and fifty thousand Mauritians converged 
towards the streets of the capital in Port Louis to protest against how the disaster was handled by the government. 
And on the twelfth of October, the same crowd took over Mahébourg to voice out their dissatisfaction. 
 
Thanjelee Aran: But what do young Mauritians think about the disaster?  
 
Vox 1: Before we had access to Blue Bay public beach, and even Pointe d'Esny where we could enjoy the different 
water activities such as snorkelling and kitesurf. However, due to the pollution caused by Wakashio (the name of 
the tanker) there is no weekend by the beach and I think this is quite disturbing for us inhabitants here. 
 
Vox 2: The inaction of the government remains a mystery to me. Maybe if they acted faster than that this 
ecological disaster could have been avoided. 
 
Vox 3: You know, I am a fisherman. My father before me was also a fisherman, just like my grandfather. Since the 
oil spill, that is, since August, fishing in the South East is prohibited. We are still waiting for the government to 
give us a helping hand. 
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Thanjelee Aran: The marine life all around Mahébourg and the surrounding villages has been irreversibly 
damaged. Before the oil spill, Mahébourg was a hotspot for tourists and its residents would often be seen at the 
beach. Today the unpleasant smell of oil repels passers-by. And since the wreck, many fishermen are now jobless. 
What is certain is that this oil spill will have a long-lasting negative effect on the people and wildlife here. This is 
Thanjelee Aran reporting for Newsreel World from Mahébourg waterfront on the island of Mauritius. 

ALANNA LESLIE: Thanks Thanjelee. 
 
“Hi, my name is Abi, welcome to My Better World...” 
 
ALANNA LESLIE: That’s a little morsel from the animation My Better World, a series for African teenagers 
that’s made by a group of over a hundred animators from across the continent. Earlier this year it became Kenya’s 
top-rated kids TV show. Animation isn’t just for kids though. It’s also used by film-makers to tackle difficult 
subjects. For example, Kenyan animator Ng’endo Muki’s most famous work is called Yellow Fever, which 
examines the use of whitening creams by some African women. 
Here she is talking to the BBC: 
 
Ng’endo Muki: Animation in this sense, especially when you’re doing documentary animation, allows people to 
have an anonymity and like a distance between what they say and how other people perceive it. 
 
[Paragraph in audio not in transcript] 
 
ALANNA LESLIE: International studios are starting to take notice of Africa’s amazing animation scene. Last 
year Netflix commissioned its first African animation, Mama K's Team 4, a cartoon about four teenage girls set in 
Lusaka, Zambia. 
 
“You Got a Friend in Me...” 
 
Plus, foreign companies such as Pixar, the makers of Toy Story and the Incredibles, are increasingly hiring 
animators on the continent. 
 
ALANNA LESLIE:  A recent UN report has found that less than half of women in the world have a paid job. 
This compares to around seventy percent of men. 
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This gender employment gap is particularly bad in Southern Asia, Western Asia and Northern Africa where less 
than thirty percent of women have paid employment. Thirty-one percent of young women are not employed, 
studying or training for a career compared to fourteen percent of young men. The unequal distribution of family 
responsibilities and domestic duties between men and women are seen as the main reasons why this gender gap 
still exists around the world. 
 
ALANNA LESLIE:  There are lots of different types of football around the world. We all know about the game 
played by the likes of Lionel Messi and Zlatan Ibrahimovic. There’s also American football and Aussie rules. But 
have you ever heard of Gaelic football? Gaelic football is a sport that’s only played in sizable numbers on the island 
of Ireland. To teach us about this uniquely Irish sport, Emilee Jennings reports from Sligo in the Republic of 
Ireland. 
 
Emilee: Gaelic Football, also known as GAA, is a team sport unique to Ireland. This game is particularly popular 
among teenagers and it is very competitive. Children and teenagers, as well as adults, play for their local team 
which is a village or small town within a county. 
 
Emilee: What do you love about GAA? 
  
VOX 1: The crowd, the banter, the excitement, the whole love of the fans.  
 
Emilee: Who is your favourite team and why? 
 
VOX 1: Dublin because I was born there and I went to a match years ago with Sligo and Dublin and I fell in love 
with both the teams. 
 
VOX 2: My favourite team is Sligo. I love the colours they wear: black, white and a little bit of red. 
 
Emilee: So how do you actually play Gaelic football? Ger, who is a Gaelic football fan, explains some of the basics. 
 

Ger: You can kick the ball, but you can also handle it. When you’re running with the ball, that’s called a solo, and 
you have to bounce it twice and then kick it into your hands, bounce it twice and then kick it into your hands. 
And you can go all the way up the pitch like that. 

 
Emilee: And what’s the scoring system like? 
 

Ger 3: If you imagine posts like rugby, but the goal part has a net on it like soccer. So if you kick it over the posts 
you get one point and if you kick it into the goal past the goalkeeper you get three points. 
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Emilee: Gaelic football has been played for centuries, but it was officially founded through the Gaelic Athletic 
Association in 1884 to help preserve and cultivate the national pastimes of Ireland. While being largely sports 
based, the Gaelic Athletic Association also supports non-sporting activities that enrich the culture of Ireland. This 
includes the Irish language as well as Irish music and dance. The idea is to strengthen pride in the communities 
around Ireland. 
 
Emilee: Gaelic matches normally have an incredible atmosphere. But due to Covid-19 restrictions, Gaelic football 
is a little different this year. All junior matches have been cancelled for the next few weeks to reduce the spread of 
the virus, but inter-county senior matches are allowed to take place behind closed doors. Instead, these games will 
be broadcast on radio and TV so that the fans can join in the fun. This is Emilee Jennings reporting from Sligo in 
Ireland for Newsreel World. 
 
ALANNA LESLIE: Thanks Emilee. 
 
ALANNA LESLIE: We all know the English alphabet right?  
 
[Sentence in audio not in transcript] 
 
Well, in Guyana, a fashion designer and TikTok user called Wello NYC has become a viral sensation for creating 
videos on TikTok with words of the day for each letter using Guyanese and Caribbean slang. For example, E is for 
elephant or electric right? But also… 
 
Wello NYC: E is for… Eheh! Eheh is used when somebody is shocked, surprised or can’t believe their eyes then. 
Eheh!  
 
ALANNA LESLIE: Go to @WelloNYC on TikTok if you want to watch the other 25 letters.  
 
That’s all from me today. See ya! 
  
 

 


