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ALANNA LESLIE: Hi, I’m Alanna Leslie and welcome to Newsreel World.  
Today, we’re off to the Torres Strait, the island of St Vincent and South Africa. 
 
ALANNA LESLIE: But first… 
  
A centre for the LGBTQ+ community in Ghana’s capital Accra has been forced to close amid a 
homophobic backlash.  
 
This event highlights the hostile atmosphere for LGBTQ+ people in the country.  
 
To tell us more, Fiifi Anaman reports from Accra. 
 
Fiifi Anaman: On the 31st of January this year, a community centre named LGBTQ+ Ghana 
was opened in Accra, Ghana's capital, to serve as a safe space for often persecuted sexual 
minorities in the country.  
 
Pressure from residents and local chieftains around the centre’s location culminated in national 
security forces raiding the facility and getting it shut down.  
 
Pro LGBTQ+ activism is a sensitive topic in Ghana. 
 
The majority sentiment, also shared by the government, seems clear: 
 
Nana Akufo-Addo: “It will not be under the presidency of Nana Addo Dankwa Akufo-Addo, 
that same sex marriage will be legal.” 
 
Fiifi Anaman: That was Ghana’s president Nana Akufo-Addo, who, like most of his 
predecessors, has taken a strong stance against LGBTQ+ people. 
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Fiifi Anaman: There is no general legislation against homosexuality in Ghana, but a law passed 
in 1960 banning “unnatural carnal knowledge” has for years been interpreted as banning gay or 
homosexual sexual acts. 
 
The majority of Ghana's civil society is against LGBTQ+ activities from a cultural and religious 
standpoint and sees sexual preferences outside of heterosexuality as an alien imposition from the 
Western world. 
 
Now will Ghana ever be able to address the palpable atmosphere of homophobia in the country? 
 
Here’s Alex Donkor, from LGBTQ+ Ghana. 
 
Alex Donkor: “It is only right for us to be given the platform to talk about issues that affect us. 
And that is how I believe that we can be able to solve the issue that confronts us.  
 
The abuses that are perpetrated towards us, the possibility of we being lynched or beaten to 
death as a result of our known, or perceived, sexual orientation and gender identity.  
 
These are things that we have not spoken about. I believe that once we are able to give the space 
and the room for us to speak about some of these issues, is how we'll be able to solve them and 
how we will be able to become a better country.” 
 
Fiifi Anaman:  What do young Ghanaians think about the issue? 
 
Richard Kojokuma: “There's a huge issue of homophobia in Ghana. It will take years and years 
of dialogue and learning stuff. They should be allowed to go along with their activism. It doesn't 
mean a degradation of our society.” 

Aniela Allotey: “I think this can be solved through sensitisation, education and most of all 
tolerance could be a step in the right direction towards understanding each other.  

I think people need to understand that the fact that a person chooses this particular orientation 
does not mean that they are forcing it down your throat.” 

Fiifi Anaman: It remains to be seen if there ever will be a chance for the LGBTQ+ minority to 
start a hopeful conversation towards the recognition of their rights.  
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Fiifi Anaman: This is Fiifi Anaman, reporting from Accra for Newsreel World. 
 
ALANNA LESLIE: Thanks Fiifi. 
 
ALANNA LESLIE: A volcanic eruption on the Caribbean island of St Vincent in April has 
caused a humanitarian crisis that could last for months, according to the United Nations.  

La Soufrière, on the north-west tip of the island, started explosively erupting for the first time 
since 1979. 

Volcanic ash from the eruption has covered the entire island and has also fallen on neighbouring 
islands such as Barbados, Saint Lucia and Grenada.  

A number of official online fundraisers have been set up around the world to help pay for 
emergency aid to help those affected. 

ALANNA LESLIE:  A group of eight islanders from Australia’s Torres Strait have launched an 
unprecedented legal battle to try to save their homes. 
 
They argue that the Australian government’s lack of action on the climate crisis has breached 
their human rights to culture and life. 
 
Here’s Yessie Mosby, from the Kulkalgal nation in the Torres strait. 
 
Yessie Mosby: “As we’re waiting, our home is being eaten away.  
 
Something has to be done right now. Don’t wait for the time when we're going to be moved off 
and be refugees in our own country. Save it while you can now.” 
 
ALANNA LESLIE: The Torres Strait 8, as they’re known, say the Australian government 
should be held responsible for protecting the islands by both reducing its emissions and funding 
flood defences. 
 
But the Australian government argues that it cannot be held individually responsible for a global 
problem.   
 
A ruling that inaction over climate change is a breach of human rights would send a very strong 
message to governments all over the world. 
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ALANNA LESLIE: Now to South Africa. 

ALANNA LESLIE: One of the cornerstones of the South African arts and culture scene, the 
Fugard theatre in Cape Town, has been forced to close.  The lockdown caused by coronavirus is 
a big factor but so is the perceived lack of longer-term support for the arts by the South African 
government. 

Carissa Cupido reports from Cape Town. 

Carissa Cupido: Named after South Africa’s most acclaimed international playwright, Athol 
Fugard, The Fugard Theatre is shutting down after running for 11 years. 
 
The theatre’s closing symbolises the perilous situation facing the arts in South Africa today.  
 
In an effort to support artists during this lockdown period, the National Arts Council (or NAC) 
was tasked with distributing the 300 million rand, or 20 million US dollar presidential stimulus 
fund on behalf of the Department of Sports, Arts and Culture.  
 
However, it is said that only 30 million rand has been distributed so far.  
 
Artists are holding the NAC responsible for the disappearance of funds but they are refuting 
those claims. 
 
In March, 2021, a group of South African Artists staged a sit-in protest at the offices of the 
NAC. 
 
Sibongile Mngoma: “Dismantle this mess...” 
 
Carissa Cupido: Here’s opera artist Sibongile Mngoma speaking at the protest. 
 
Sibongile Mngoma: “Hand over this building to the artists. Artists know how to sort out their 
own issues. Let artists administer themselves.” 
 
Carissa Cupido: The International Association of the Theatre for Children and Young People, 
or ASSITEJ, in South Africa is one of the few places trying to fill the gap in funding. 
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Faye Kabali-Kagwa: “The performing arts sector and the life arts sector in particular. It's been 
disastrous.”  

Carissa Cupido: Faye Kabali-Kagwa works as the Theatre4Youth Western Cape Coordinator 
for ASSITEJ South Africa:  

Faye Kabali-Kagwa: “People still haven't been paid. There hasn't been any resolution. The arts 
can only be beneficial and only work if the systems that are there to capacitate them are also 
funded and funded well.” 

Carissa Cupido: We also had a chat with young people who benefit from the ASSITEJ’s work. 
This is what they said: 
 
Joshua Donovan Stuurman: “Like, in my experience when I went to drama class at the drama 
society, I could always be myself.  
 
The drama classes and society that I went to, it was an outlet for me and helped me redirect my 
emotions and transform them into an expression or art form. 
 
I struggle nowadays with stress, because I don't have that outlet anymore.” 

Carissa Cupido: It is a disservice that the value of the arts sector in South Africa is so 
underestimated. 

It encourages empathy, problem solving and reconciliation. Talk of its value needs to be backed 
by action in the form of financial aid and support to ensure it's sustained. 

This is Carissa Cupido reporting for Newsreel World from Cape Town, South Africa. 
 
ALANNA LESLIE: Thanks Carissa. 
 
ALANNA LESLIE:  That’s Shina Novalinga and her mother performing an Inuit throat song. 
 
Shina is twenty-two and a member of the Inuk people from Nunavik in Northern Canada. 
 
Her TikTok profile has had over sixty-three million likes. 
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ALANNA LESLIE: Whilst performing, the two women are facing each other in a standing 
position and holding each other's arms. 
 
Throat singing was banned by Christian missionaries in the early twentieth century in Canada 
who saw it as satanic, and that ban was only lifted in the 1980s. 
 
Here’s Shina explaining the deeper cultural importance of throat singing. 
 
Shina Novalinga: “We’re imitating the sounds of animals, the sound of nature, and we really 
connect with our spirit, with our ancestors. We only have positive thoughts.” 
 
ALANNA LESLIE: Well, that’s all from me today and for this term! Speak to you later in the 
year. Bye! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


