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KATE: Hi,  I’m Kate H olland welcome to Newsreel Easy. 
Coming up:    
 

• How did you find learning online?  
LUKE: With drama it’s a lot harder.  Same with music because you don’t have all the instruments. 

 
• And the young singer who’s now a star… on Fifa22. 

But first:  
 
Mental Health Issues 
A new report shows that there’s been a big rise in the numbers of children 
seeking help for their mental health in the UK.  
 
The report reveals that the number of young people reporting mental health 
problems has doubled since the pandemic. 
 
And children are also having to wait much longer before getting any treatment. 
Sue Peacock told the BBC that her teenage daughter has been waiting for two 
and a half years.  
 
SUE PEACOCK: That feeling of helplessness, you’re waiting for a service that you 
know could help your child.  
 
Pros and Cons of Online Learning 
Children across the UK are now back at school – after months of having to 
learn online.   
    
TEJAL PILLAI: It was just hard not to be with all your friends and like online 
interactions were just much harder in general anyway. So yeah – I’m happy to be 
back. 
 
KATE: That was Tejal Pillai, a pupil at the City of London Girls school, talking 
to BBC News. 
 
I’ve been finding out how young people felt about being away from school and 
spending so much time at home. 
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And how they’re feeling now they’re back in the classroom.       
13-year-old, Luke, told me about his experiences. 
 
LUKE: I got a hamster before lockdown. I got to like spend a lot of time with my 
hamster and my dog.   
 
KATE: So for Luke, being able to spend time with his pets was a good part of 
lockdown. But were there any downsides? 
 
LUKE: Although you get to spend lots of time with your close family, you don’t get 
to spend as much time with your far away family, like your grandparents. 
 
KATE: And what about the learning at home – how did you find that? 
 
LUKE: With the online learning it’s a lot easier to concentrate. You also get to 
sleep in longer which is good. 
 
KATE: Was there anything you didn’t like about it?  
 
LUKE: You can’t do interactive lessons. With drama it’s a lot harder; same with 
music because you don’t have all the instruments.  
 
It’s just like little things as well – the fact you can’t just high-five your friend or 
something.  
 
KATE: And finally, is there anything from online learning that schools could 
bring into everyday school experience? 
 
LUKE: Well, if you make a mistake, or if you forget something, there’s a bit more 
slack. So if you’re nervous about getting a detention or not being late for a lesson, 
it’s not as strict. So maybe that would work?  
 

Willow Kane 
Willow Kane: I worked in the building with attitude I’m the leader…  
 

KATE: That’s young artist, Willow Kane, whose track, ‘Two Seater’ has been 
chosen to feature in the latest edition of the football video game Fifa. 
 
Willow Kane: The world, it chose you. Live how you wanna. 
Just do your own thing. 
Man, we're alive… 
 
KATE: That’s all for today. I’ll be back soon. Goodbye! 
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