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Hi, and welcome to Newsreel. I’m Kate Holland.  
 

Coming up: 
 

● How DJs changed the music they played on the radio after the 
Queen’s death  

 
 
Georgy Jamieson: It’s a much more sombre and slower playlist 
 
The UK’s longest serving Queen dies at 96 years old  
 

But first… 

This is BBC News from London, Buckingham Palace has announced the 
death of her majesty Queen Elizabeth II  

 The death of Elizabeth II, Britain’s Queen, was announced at 6.30pm on 
Thursday 8th September.  

 She had been on the throne for more than 70 years, making her the UK’s 
longest ruling monarch. 

As the Queen, she represented the UK but her role was mainly ceremonial.  

Her son, Charles, has been declared the new king. He told the people of the 
UK in his first speech as king: 

I shall endeavor to serve you with loyalty, respect and love, as I have 
throughout my life. 
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King Charles will now be the head of 15 independent states, including 
Jamaica and Canada, as well as the UK.  

Young people react to the death of Queen Elizabeth II  
 

The Queen died at Balmoral castle in Scotland where she usually stayed 
during the summer months. 

But thousands of people have been visiting one of her other homes in 
London, Buckingham Palace, to leave flowers and pay their respects. 
 
God Save the King 

 Some people have been celebrating the new king, King Charles III, by 
shouting ‘God Save the King’ outside Buckingham Palace and singing the 
national anthem. 

 I went to the Palace to speak to some young people to find out what they 
thought of the Queen’s death and the future of the UK monarchy.  

I spoke to Owen, who is 19, who was visiting Buckingham Palace with his 
friend. 

 Kate: What was your reaction when you heard that the Queen had died? 

 Owen:  So it's obviously very sad. But I think, you know, the amount of 
people that are coming here, the crowds shows just how much people loved 
her. And I think it's really nice to see all the tribute. 

Kate: What did you think about the Queen?  

 Owen: She was a wonderful person. Obviously, she was a real role model 
for a lot of people. And I think it's, you know, it says a lot about her as a 
person that nobody here probably has met her but yet everyone comes to 
see the tributes, to see the palace, to see everything. 

  Kate: Do you think the monarchy will survive now that Charles is king?  

 Owen: I don't think he'll get the same respect that the Queen's had but I 
think the future of the monarchy should be okay. 

I spoke to Owen’s friend Sadie who is also 19 years old. I asked her what                 
her reaction was when she first heard that the Queen had died. 
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Sadie:  I think it was quite upsetting because I'd recently watched a BBC 
documentary on her life, and it was quite sad to see someone so kind and 
generous pass away. And I think, yeah, she definitely was a role model to all 
of us.  

Kate: What will you be doing on the day of the Queen’s funeral? 

Sadie: I think like majority of the nation, I'll probably be at home watching 
it on the TV. Obviously, it is quite a sad day and I definitely want to kind of 
be mourning and be respectful to her that day.  

Thank you Owen and Sadie. 

 
 
DJs choose sad songs to mark the Queen’s death  
 
Hundreds of radio DJs across the country had to decide what songs to play 
following the announcement of the Queen’s death.  
 
Most DJs say they didn’t want to play music which was too happy because 
the country was mourning.  
 
I asked Georgy Jamieson, who presents a local radio programme for the 
BBC, what music was played on the day the Queen died.  
 
Georgy Jamieson: It’s a much more somber and slower playlist, and we are 
continuing with that until after the funeral.  
 
 She says the first song played after the announcement of the Queen’s death  
was Eva Cassidy’s ‘Songbird’.  
 
The sun will be shining…  
 
Thanks for listening and speak to you all next time.  
 
Goodbye! 
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